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A bridge does not always unite visible shores. Sometimes it 
connects times that seemed irreconcilable, languages that did 
not speak to each other, imaginaries that inhabit different orders 
of experience. In ‘El Puente’ (A Bridge), Julián Burgos transforms 
painting into a territory of transit: a space where baroque tradition 
intertwines with digital imagination, where the solemn is woven 
together with the playful, where excess unfolds as a form of thought.

The arrangement of the works is key. The paintings are presented 
as a great polyptych, an expanded body that recalls both the density 
of 18th-century cabinets and the simultaneity of screens in our 
everyday lives. The accumulation of images, in its exuberance, 
alludes not only to baroque horror vacui but also to the visual 
saturation of the present. Here, the viewer’s eye is compelled to 
navigate, to compare, to trace unforeseen connections.

The landscapes that emerge in these canvases do not exist outside 
painting. They are digital constructions, modeled in 3D sculpting 
software and later transfigured into oil, simulacra that appear 
real but never belonged to the natural world. Beneath nocturnal 
skies of baroque drama—intense, theatrical, charged with color—
stars coexist evoking the classical sublime and, at the same time, 
the contemporary gaze toward the cosmos, nourished by the 
unprecedented images delivered today by the latest telescopes.

In these scenarios, animals emerge as protagonists of a 
fundamental shift in Burgos’s work. They are not hunting trophies, 

nor sentimental portraits, nor closed symbols: they are presences 
with agency, creatures that look back at us and refuse to remain 
trapped in an anthropocentric vision. The skin of a jaguar expands 
like a mountainous relief; the plumage of a bird merges with the 
fabric of the sky. In a fractal relation—where body and environment 
flow into one another—painting destabilizes the boundaries 
between nature and culture, human and non-human, proposing 
an interdependent ecological vision.

Each painting is at once inheritance and deviation, citation and 
transgression. Burgos takes the saturated, theatrical palette of the 
baroque to confront it with gestures that evoke the digital trace; he 
summons classical mythologies only to make them collide with pop 
imagery and the expansive logic of software. In that interweaving, 
there is no resolution, but rather an opening: a space where looking 
becomes an act of exploration.

‘El Puente’ does not lead to a final destination. It is a threshold, a 
command room from which a multiple horizon of images unfolds. 
The viewer, transformed into a crew member, embarks on a voyage 
without a fixed course. There, among infinite skies and animals 
that merge with nature itself, looking is no longer the observation 
of an object: it is participation in painting’s ceaseless journey.

Ana Lucía Arbeláez Z
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Búho

Oil on canvas
140 x 160 cm
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Tercer descendimiento

Oil on canvas
161 x 114 cm
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Conejo que corre con los lobos

Oil on canvas
140 x 220 cm
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Cóndor

Oil on canvas
146 x 114 cm
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Águila

Oil on canvas
146 x 114 cm
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Alerta naranja.  Nevado del Ruiz

‘Colombia’ series 
Silk and cotton thread embroidery on linen
42 x 110  cm
2021- 2025

Jaguar

Oil on canvas
140 x 102 cm
2025
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Leona

Oil on canvas
140 x 120 cm
2025
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Bosque de sombras

Oil on canvas
140 x 220 cm
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Tiempo cargado

Oil on canvas
81 x 116 cm
2025
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El grito

Oil on canvas
81 x 121 cm 
2023
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Tiempo cargado

Oil on canvas
79 x 122 cm
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The robber

Oil on canvas
180 x 117 cm
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Paisaje

Oil on canvas
80 x 122 cm
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Paisaje

Oil on canvas
81 x 116 cm
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Untitled

Oil on canvas
89 x 178 cm
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Búho

Oil on canvas
81 x 116 cm
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Búho

Oil on canvas
81 x 46 cm
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Paisaje

Oil on canvas
40 x 60 cm
2025
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BIOGRAPHY
Burgos is a Colombian artist known for his bold and eclectic work that challenges 
traditional assumptions about figuration, abstraction and the complex relationship 
between Western tradition and contemporary pop culture. Burgos studied and 
developed the first years of his career as an artist in France and Italy, where he 
studied fine arts, art history, and sculpture. His references are to classic and baroque 
art, from which he takes the notion of simulacrum, vortex, and spatial expansion. 
A fervent student of French and Spanish baroque art, his compositions and color 
schemes play with different interfaces of history and art.
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