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Fabián Orozco
NASA NODRIZA

La Balsa Arte welcomes ‘Nasa Nodriza’ to Sala de 
Proyectos, the winning project of the grant for national 
circulation awarded by Ministerio de las Culturas, in 
which the artist Fabián Orozco explores, from an 
autobiographical perspective, his relationship with 
Ana—his Nasa nanny, who helped raise him during his 
childhood in Popayán—and with his own history.

Wind plays a central role in this installation. At 
Tierradentro—Ana’s birthplace—this element is considered 
to be a healer, a bearer of wisdom and the ancestral history 
of the southern communities. That is why the crafting of the 
Cauca flute, an instrument through which the wind is heard, 
is at the heart of ‘Nasa nodriza’. The project began during an 
artist residency at Papayork in 2022, alongside Nasa elders 
Mauricio Kuchimba and Misak Lorenzo Tunubala, and 
continued in 2023 at the same location with the 
aforementioned grant.

In the artist's own words:

'Nasa Nodriza' weaves together a cosmogonic journey 
—both human and non-human-, the search for my 
origins, and my need to reclaim and redefine them, 
acknowledging the profound connection between 
them and the territory and indigenous knowledge. It 
explores ancestral wisdom, the ancient music of flutes, 
and their composition within the ritual framework of 
the indigenous peoples of Cauca, and proposes to 
engage in an act of decolonial resistance and a process 
of healing and reclaiming the Nasa identity of my 
nanny and my own, through the melodies of the wind.

In Fabián Orozco’s artistic practice, the central theme is a 
reflection on the symbols and forms of the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, a religion he was part of during his early years. 
This project is no exception, as Ana Capaz Tocoché, who 
was taken in as a child by her paternal grandmother, was 
indoctrinated into this same faith through Spanish lessons 
using a copy of 'The Watchtower' translated from nasa yuwe 
(the Nasa language) into Spanish.

Jimba (Caballo). Bamboo and fique weaving. 50 x 50 x 25 cm. 2022


